Towards Equity and Access Implementation Panel - Inaugural meeting

2pm – 4.30pm Monday 27th June 2005

Room 335, Department of Health, Wellington House, 135 – 155 Waterloo Road, London, SE1 8UG.

Attendees:

Bob MacDonald

Department of Health

Ian McPherson

NIMHE West Midlands

Jonathan Isaac

British Society for Mental Health and Deafness

Mandy Barker

Deaf Child & Family Unit, York

Sally Cook


National Centre for Mental Health and Deafness, Manchester

Chris Underwood

RNID (temp for Chris Leek or John Arnold)

Steve Powell


SIGN

Herbert Klein


TEA Implementation Officer (on secondment from SIGN)

Lloyd Wint


TEA Implementation Officer (on secondment from SIGN)

MINUTES

1. Apologies for absence

Apologies received from Brendan Montiero and Roger Hewitt

2. Remit of Panel, role of Implementation Officers

The remit of the panel was agreed as being to:

· Engage with PCT's to help implement the recommendations in the Towards Access and Equity Report. 

· Monitor and evaluate PCT expenditure of the money they receive to implement the TEA report recommendations. 

· Work with PCT's and Strategic Health Authorities (SHA's) on the commissioning of specialist mental health services for Deaf people using the DH Guidance issued in March 2003. 

· Ensure the Deaf community are aware of the TEA report and its recommendations and are able to act as a force in ensuring implementation. 

· Report back to Department of Health on progress made in implementing recommendations and propose further initiatives to develop equity and access for Deaf people

· Engage with other government departments to ensure joined up approach providing equity and access

The two TEA Implementation Officers, Herbert Klein and Lloyd Wint were introduced. It was confirmed that they had been seconded to the panel by SIGN and that their work priorities and targets would be set by the Chair, the Secretary and Steve Powell as their Line Manager.

3. Composition of Panel

The composition of the panel was agreed as:

Chair: 
Ian McPherson
NIMHE West Midlands

Secretary: 
Jonathan Isaac
BSMHD

3 reps from the Specialist Services

Child:

Mandy Barker
York

Adult:

Sally Cook

Manchester

Forensic:
Brendan Montiero
Mayflower

3 reps from the Voluntary Sector



Chris Underwood
RNID



Steve Powell

SIGN



Roger Hewitt

UK Council on Deafness

3 reps from NHS

Members of the panel will recommend possible NHS representatives, ideally including a PCT Commissioner and a SHA Commissioner. It was agreed that others could be co-opted from time to time.

3 Users

Members of the panel will identify potential user representatives from the following categories:

· Deaf people that had been trained by SIGN to be on PPI Forums

· Deaf people who had experienced mental health services

· Family, advocate or carers of Deaf people who had experienced mental health services

It was agreed that other user representatives could be co-opted from time to time to give input on specific issues such as deaf people in prison.

It is possible for users to be paid an attendance allowance and for their travel costs to be reimbursed – Bob MacDonald to advise process.

4. Linking with organisations not represented on panel

Organisations and individuals not represented on the panel would be able to engage in its work through the various networks that already exist. UKCoD will be establishing a working party for all of the interested voluntary organisations. The three specialist services representatives would link with their colleagues through the Clinical Specialists Network and to the wider NHS through their links with commissioners.

Members of the panel will provide contact details of all groups through which information about the work of the panel can be disseminated.

5. National initiatives requiring funding from retained funds

Decisions about the potential national projects was differed until the next meeting, at which Bob Macdonald will provide a summary of all of the proposed projects.

Financial support for BSMHD to enable them to provide the secretariat for the panel will come from the retained fund.

It was noted that clarification about the level of funding being made available should be available in the next few weeks. £1.4m had already been distributed and the balance was expected to be distributed soon.

6. Date and venue of next two meetings

Meetings will be held at Wellington House. Using venues outside London was discussed but it was agreed that London was the easiest place for everyone to get to. The next two meetings will be on:

Thursday September 8th , 1.00pm – 3.00pm

Thursday November 10th , 1.00pm – 3.00pm

It was confirmed that those unable to attend could deputise to a suitably briefed colleague.

7. Any other business

It was agreed that the panel would not be specifically badged as being of the Department of Health or CSIP or BSMHD. 

Communication Support for the meetings will be booked and paid for by BSMHD.

